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“And m his quiet way he does a wonder-
job.™” __Archbishop O'Lerry

"ioday thirty-three percent of Edmcn-
ten's schools give a Catholic cduca-
tion to twenty-enc pere ent zof tha <ity’s
youngsters on ceventeen peveent of the tax-
es. Y

N

ful

The credit for this “wonderful job” in
Jarge measure belongs to Austin A. O’ Brien,
qu-ennfelmf‘nt of Edmonton Separaie
Q<h| ols for the past thirty-seven years.

Bora in Alma Prince Edws wrd 1sland, six
ty-five years ago, the youny Austin O’ Ln"
undotbtedly inherited Lis w iit from his fo-
ther, ‘Thomas O'Brien .md Lis thrift from
his mother, a member ol the Morrison claun.

Aficr teaching in Prince Edward isiand
raral schols and proceeding (o St. Dun-
siant’s University where 2c was class vale-
dictorian, Austin O’Brien accepted a teach-
irg position in Calgary. ‘fhere he met
thie g;uuous and charming lady whom he
marricd in 1923.

fr, January 1924, A. A. O’Brien was
appointed qx'oeunte..dcnt of Edmoaton Se-
parate Schools. Manv thousancs of former
pupiis  well remember the kaock on the
clarsronm door and their rising briskly to

sav: “Good morning, Mr. O’Brien” 23 this
unassuming man entere =d their classroom.

Eiched in their minds are the memories of
him sianding at the front of the classreom
and cuaracteristically placing his hand over
his heart as he talked quietly and earnesty.

Under his guidance the Edmontes Sepa-
rate Schoal System has survived and th ived
thiough the vears and through difticult t'm-
es. Jligh staff morale and intense 10}::11"
ro Cathelic oducation hiave been buaiit up
the worale and lovalty which m:
the financial sacri”ices
Ediecuton Separate

’.di‘i"

nceded to preserve
Schoels during the de-

pression vears. Tuis morale and loyalty is
sttt i1 eviderce evea thourh the schooi
system  has. re-Goubled in size since the
close of the Second Vorid War.

Through the yeurs A, £ O'?rieﬂ’c c¢xam-
rie has inspired all these associated with
himi te purste exceilevce with vigor. His
is the ra: abiity to bring forth the bast of
the tradiicam and to blend with the
fincst of the new. Tho reswit hos been the
creaticn of a2 echoodl svisrem ch wacten
¢ the one hand by traditions] respect 2or

vigh e Aic.mc staadards, and on e
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by modern regasd far berter methods of

teaching.

His prudenc2 1 is the fountainhead from
which stream Cther excellences that have
made him an outstandng business adminis-
trator and educational super visor. Prudence
as defined in the Catholic Dictionary is an
inteilectual and cardinal virtue “pointing out
the gelden mean between excelience and de-
fect . .. enabling th2 intcllect to ses what is
virtuous and what is noi. Prudence as well
rnplm, memory of the past, understanding
of the present and finally foresight, circum-
spection ~nd precaution.” A. A. O'Bricn ic
prudence ﬂer"omhpd

Never one to maks hasty decisions he is
noted for mekiug the right decisions. His'
acumern, astuten 355 md foreswhi have en-
ahled tus Edmonton Separate . chools' build-
a1 to kecp pace with rapidly rising
eprolmens to 2 ualled by few city
sclinol systems on the connnent

Hi: talents and eneigies have heiped
secure 2rd retain e kind of teachers
necessary to attain the goal fer which fi |
Catholic scno 01 system exists — the educa-
tional and apiritual welfare of the children.
Or Jarwary 24, 1957 when the proflem of
:eqc"nr Qhouw_- scemead insurmountable; he

vrote to the Sister Principals and the 3u-
pet riers ot Convents, “One further request!
1 have always felt that manv of our sthoot
moblcrm would not have been scived, and
many of the Llessings with wnich our schoola
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have becn favored, would not have been re-
ceived. had it not been for the fact that we
hnd on ~ur statf a group of Sisters and

riests who cffcied up deily tw‘h Pravers
ior the weifave of the ac¢ heole. “Would vour
Sizters now be kind enough to include
among their pravers a pciition that, when
ocvﬂtv gber 1957 cowmies around, zm adeouate

after ‘Hc n.t"e\.s uf fhe
(Cathalic children of this city?”

This prayer was answered for Sestember
and fcr the Sinoe

5 Septernbare aen.
Moy the pravers of Mr. and Mrs, O'Bricn’s
very many  iriends be granisd that hapoy
vears iny ahead Por Goih of them and for
e school svatein hie served with such dis
finctin
Tt s mdesd fittiug that aear che eceasion
of Bs :'.'.pi.'c:ncm Popn lohn besiowed uran
fuilthh and dofty wocomp-
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Mo Me, &, O'Brien
Sir Ausiin &, ORrjen, RA,
w.€.G. (Civa] Clas:) wis nonored.

publicly Sunasy even irg, ot m»:
Jubilee Aunditorium in Fdnaon-/
on prior 9 his cetirine aftes
37 years with the IXmenton £
parale School Board

~ On Sunday 1rmorniny the
Krighthood was conferred on
Wy O'Rrien by Archbishop Mace-
Nonald at a pontifical Mass of-
“fare@ by Archbishop Jordan at
nt Anthony’s Chwieh. 3Bev. T
Iotterson anc Rev. J. Clavey of
'Ca}gary gssistec Archpisiicn Mac-
TOonald. Archbisiien Jorden was
lassicted by Rev, B. Gorman of
Llovaninsier (rephew of Mr. G-
Brien). Prosent in toe church
were Monsiognor Coarlelon, Mon- |
signcy Griffin. Monsignoar Ma- |
1one, Monsignor Keicher, Mon-g
signer O'Garman 2axi Monsizner |
Lyons ané vevresentatives fromi
tha various convents in <he ity |
a:d many of the puests. ’I‘i‘v.cf
choir was vnder the circetion ofi
{

tir. Paul Bourrct, Lisnstemor |
Foran read tie papal citation!

angd otfered conzrstulaiions from:
the purish jn wihlch Mr. G’Brien
was « troemuwse w6 15 yoary

M O, N. Comco was maste

ceremionies et the evening re- j
spontered by the XEE-
limonton Sewsrate Schonl Doand. |
'Arrong the speakers were Hon.
J. Percy Fage, Lieutenant Gov-
cemor: Ton. A O. Asivorg, 2UL-
iister of Edneation; Alderman Y.
Henning, represerting tne Cily
sf Ydmonilen, Monsignor . J.
Foran, frefessar A, Ryan, ropre-
senting the Univeraty of Alber

(yl
jception

ta; niss Annic Pilzgeald, wop-
resentire the Separute  Fohwool

Teacners and Mr. Eaward D.

Stark. chialiman of the Earon-
ton Separate Seheol iicatd. The |
four T lsdren of Yir aad
Nrs, rinzoihy, atar,

-f O Belen of-
Liror.se in
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;’_-. Loics and bara:z from eoveal
of the ccheols were under y
Groction o Rev. G oJ. Greant
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! ike completdon of his 37 years'|music supervisor for the ‘“dmcm-=

SEPARATE SCHOOL TEACHERS HONOR MR, O“BRICN

Mr. Austin A. O'Brien, retir-parish, assisted by Rev., Faul | O'Brien by Sister Frederick wha

ing sapcrinte xdent of the Ija-I Comnelly aad Rev. W. P. F.u,-ma': peen on the teaching siafd
monton Separate Schoo) Soard, {ger:.ld Mr., and Mrs. OBricn, the .LC'DEEQ; as g Sistzr.,  Miss
was honcred on Satlurday at a uand many of the teachers who!Ann Fitzaevald presented  Mro

recepiion sponsored by the hd-gserved under him atreided this | O'Biaen with an albug of all the
menion Seperate School Teach-|Mass. The choir was under {he !separate schools.
ers’ Local of the ATTA, to mark |déirection of Rev. G. L. (ueen.,

. O'Brien will b2 -",-ea';cr'.- &
of St. Grecory

by Airchipiske

iservice. Mr. F. B, Donnelly pre-!ton Separate Schools.
'sented two tickcis for an airl

trin {9 Pric l At {lie reception a spiritual (ald at 2 Pontifical <
(0 Mr. and .28, O'Brien. tbouquiet was presenied (o M. jat 3t Anthony's Crvr
“rior 1o the reception a loMrien wy Lis grandsor, Tinmy | 'c‘--zjc, June 11 at 1:':1“
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Mark Muroiy

was

as offeved at |OPricn. on behalf of ihe sera- | pubiic rroeepiion wil.
by Rev.jrate s¢heol children. A4 bouqued jthe Jubllee Audiiarit
Andiow’s jof roses wes prosended to Mrs levening af 8 C’ (m-’m

hedral
uf St.
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