April 2017
The Lord is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his deeds. The Lord upholds all who are falling,
and raises up all who are bowed down. ~Psalm 145: 13-14~
This passage comes from a beautiful psalm titled The Greatness and the Goodness of God. It truly evokes the image of a
loving Father who nurtures and supports his children in their life’s journey. As we approach Holy Week and the ensuing
season of Easter, we can see this greatness and goodness of our God in the saving gift of his Son, Jesus.
Edmonton Catholic Schools has many reasons to celebrate this month. We are very pleased to have been named one of
Alberta’s Top 70 Employers 2017, our second year in a row! This special designation is organized by the editors of
Canada's Top 100 Employers and recognizes Alberta employers that lead their industries in offering exceptional places to
work. Organizations that enter the competition are evaluated in 8 categories and then compared to other organizations.
Winners are chosen for offering the most progressive and forward-thinking programs. We know that when our staff
have exceptional working conditions, they can focus on providing excellent learning experiences for our students.
The Council of Catholic School Superintendents of Alberta sponsors the Excellence in Catholic Education Awards each
year. We are pleased to announce that Bruno Binassi, principal of Sir John Thompson, Rena Methuen, principal of Ben
Calf Robe/St. Clare, and Beth Pecson, a teacher from Monsignor Fee Otterson are recipients of this prestigious award.
These three exceptional Catholic educators are being recognized for providing excellent educational experiences for
their students that are deeply grounded in our Catholic faith. Congratulations!
As we approach the final months of our school year, the opportunity to celebrate student achievements in a variety of
forums arises. Each year Edmonton Catholic Schools showcases and celebrates fine arts education and the gifts and
talents of its students and staff through its annual Celebration of the Arts Concert. This year, our event takes place on
Tuesday, April 25 at 6:30 pm at the Winspear Centre. It is a truly awe-inspiring evening.
The final Supporting our Diverse Learners session for parents and guardians takes place on Wednesday, April 19 at
6:30 pm, St. Anthony Meeting Centre, 10425 – 84 Avenue. This session will focus on mental health awareness,
transitions, and Programs of Choice. Topics include the developing brain, common myths about mental illness, childhood
and teenage stress, and promoting positive mental health in your child. Visit http://bit.ly/ECSDiverse to learn more and
to register.
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The provincial budget was proclaimed on March 16. We are pleased to receive dollars to support the reduction in
school fees that we have already put in place for next year. We are extremely pleased the government will continue to
provide funding for new students. We are projecting an enrolment increase of 3.3% or 1,359 students for September
2017. Our work to analyze all the financial data will continue over the next few weeks.
As the end of Lent approaches, I would like to leave you with a final thought from Pope Francis. “Lent is the favorable
season for renewing our encounter with Christ, living in his word, in the sacraments and in our neighbour.” (Twitter,
March 12, 2017)
Many blessings of the Easter season to all of you!
Sincerely,
Joan Carr
Superintendent

